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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
R&D Booster (2026) 
 
 
Programme objectives and scope 
 
“R&D Booster” funding supports projects aimed at developing or implementing innovative products, processes or services in the longer term. This covers industrial research, validation (technical and commercial feasibility) and experimental development projects. This funding is available for regional projects, but also for research and development projects carried out under interregional and European programmes (e.g. the Eureka network)
 
The classification of your project in one of these categories is based on technical factors (TRL levels, a system for measuring the technological maturity of an innovation or technology) and commercial factors (CRL levels, the equivalent for commercial maturity)[footnoteRef:1]. These criteria are explained for each category below.  [1:  CRL: Commercial Readiness Level – TRL: Technology Readiness Level, as defined in the MatMaX matrix developed by WSL: https://matmax.ignity.be/en ] 
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	Category
	TRL
	CRL
	Cf.

	Industrial research
	1 to 4
	1 to 2
	p.2

	Validation (technical and commercial feasibility)
	3 to 5
	2 to  5
	p.3

	Experimental development
		
	5 to 7
	5 to 7
	p.4



Industrial research (TRL 1 to 4, CRL 1 to 2) 
 
What are the expected results?

	Technical
	Commercial

	New knowledge required for the development of a new product, process or service is generated.
	The industrial or commercial need is confirmed.

	The knowledge acquired goes beyond the state of the art. 
	

	A PoC or prototype can be produced in a laboratory environment.
	




What are the prerequisites for submitting a project?
 
	Technical
	Commercial

	The state of the art has been examined (preliminary literature review). Some academic or industrial research may already exist, but it is insufficient to launch the development of a new product, service or process.
	An industrial or commercial need has been identified.

	Generating the missing knowledge requires industrial research, for which the main milestones have been set.
	A preliminary market analysis has been completed.




How are projects funded? 
 
Projects are funded through grants. 
 
	Company size 
	Innoviris funding rate for the project*

	(V)SME : <50 FTE and an annual turnover or annual balance sheet total of €2 M
	70%

	ME: <250 FTE and an annual turnover of €50 M or an annual balance sheet total of €43 M
	60%

	LE: >250 FTE and an annual turnover of €50 M or an annual balance sheet total of €43 M
	50%

	Research organisation
	100%**


 
* These aid intensities may be increased by 15% in the case of effective collaboration, up to a maximum aid intensity of 80%. 
** Only in the case of effective collaboration with a Brussels-based company

Validation (TRL 3 to 5, CRL 2 to 5)

What are the expected results?

	Technical
	Commercial

	Technical hypotheses are tested and validated (or invalidated), making it possible to define the main characteristics of the product, service or process and clarify development constraints and requirements.
	Commercial hypotheses are tested and validated (or invalidated) through direct contact with customers and/or partners, making it possible to determine the commercial viability of the product, service or process.

	A Proof of Concept (PoC)[footnoteRef:2] is completed and tested to validate the technical feasibility of the product, service or process. [2:  PoC: A concrete, preliminary experimental implementation, which may be short or incomplete, illustrating a particular method or idea in order to demonstrate whether or not it is feasible.] 

	A PoC has been tested in the market.



What are the prerequisites for submitting a project?
 
	Technical
	Commercial

	Credible technical hypotheses to be tested have been formulated.
	Credible commercial hypotheses to be tested have been formulated.

	Theoretical knowledge is available and the state of the art is known, but neither has yet been tested or validated in the industrial segment covered by the project.

	A market analysis has been carried out to understand the market's structure, size and growth, identify key players, clarify the company's positioning and define the commercial segments to target.

	This phase does not include research into the feasibility of minor technical developments
	



How are projects funded?

Projects are funded through grants.

	Company size 
	Innoviris funding rate for the project*

	(V)SME : <50 FTE and an annual turnover or annual balance sheet total of €2 M
	70%

	ME: <250 FTE and an annual turnover of €50 M or an annual balance sheet total of €43 M
	60%

	LE: >250 FTE and an annual turnover of €50 M or an annual balance sheet total of €43 M
	50%

	Research organisation
	· *




* Not eligible for validation project funding under the R&D Booster programmes.

	Note – Clinical validation

	If your project requires an initial phase of clinical validation, Innoviris may partially fund this phase under certain conditions. Please refer to the clinical validation application form.



Experimental development (TRL 5 to TRL 7, CRL 5 to CRL 7) 

What are the expected results?

	Technical
	Commercial

	A prototype[footnoteRef:3] of an innovative product, service or process is developed. [3:  Prototype: Builds on the PoC and refines the ergonomics, design and user experience of the product, service or process] 

	A Minimum Viable Product (MVP)[footnoteRef:4] is developed. [4:  MVP: The first version of the product, developed on the basis of the prototype and tested in a real-world environment. ] 


	The prototype is validated in a real-world environment, for example through application in a pilot case.

	Initial trial use or test marketing of the product, service or process is initiated.




What are the prerequisites for submitting a project?
 
	Technical
	Commercial

	The technological choices made for the project have been validated.
	The value proposition has been tested and confirmed by the market.

	Uncertainties and risks remain regarding the practical use of the technologies envisaged for the project and their integration into the product, process or service to be developed and/or the existing solution. 
	An in-depth market analysis has been carried out and provides the basis for a detailed business plan.




How are projects funded? 
 
Projects are funded through grants. 
 
	Company size 
	Innoviris funding rate for the project*

	(V)SME : <50 FTE and an annual turnover or annual balance sheet total of €2 M
	45%

	ME: <250 FTE and an annual turnover of €50 M or an annual balance sheet total of €43 M
	35%

	LE: >250 FTE and an annual turnover of €50 M or an annual balance sheet total of €43 M
	25%

	Research organisation
	· **




* These percentages may be increased by 15% in the case of effective collaboration 
** Not eligible for validation project funding under the R&D Booster programmes.




	Note – Reclassification of the project

	Innoviris’s scientific advisors reserve the right to reclassify an innovation project into the appropriate category based on their analysis of the submitted project. For example, a project submitted under the “Validation” category may be reclassified as “Experimental Development” if a proof of concept (PoC) has already been validated. In such cases, the applicant is not required to resubmit the project to Innoviris.




Eligible costs 
 
Eligible costs are as follows: 
· Staff costs: personnel costs (salaried or self-employed) to the extent that they are employed on the project. Wages must be in accordance with the practices and salary scales (if any) of the industry in question. 
· Investment costs: costs of instruments and equipment used in the project (purchase cost/depreciation period*project usage period*usage rate). 
· Subcontracting costs: This category relates mainly to subcontracting in the broad sense. The company can, if necessary, call upon relevant external expertise (such as services provided by a Fablab). 
· Operating costs: including the costs of materials, supplies and products, necessary for the successful completion of the project. 

A more detailed description of eligible expenses is available in the accounting guidelines of Innoviris. 

	Note – Availability of own funds 

	In addition to being able to secure its financial share of the project, it is important to note that any applicant organization must be financially prepared to advance the costs necessary to carry out the project, given that there may be a time lag between the start date of the project and the receipt of the first instalment of the subsidy, and that the payment of a portion of the subsidy is always made after the project is completed.  


 


Eligibility criteria 
 
In order to benefit from the financial intervention of the Brussels-Capital Region (BCR) in the framework of this program, each applicant must 
· Be a company: any company with a legal entity of any form (SA, ASBL, SC, SRL, etc.) at the closing date of the call is eligible. 
· Have established their company no later than the date on which this completed application form is submitted.
Where applicable, research organisations that meet the definition set out in point 16(ff) of the Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation (2022/C 414/01) (universities, university colleges, De Groote centres, etc.) are also eligible, provided they are involved in effective collaboration with a Brussels-based company.
· To have at least one operating headquarter in the BCR. 
· To not be in financial difficulty: see section 20 of the Guidelines on State aid for rescuing and restructuring firms in difficulty other than financial institutions. This aspect only concerns companies that have been in existence for more than three years. 
· Demonstrate the ability to finance its share of the project
· Propose a project that corresponds to the scope of the action: the project must meet the objectives of the program. 
· Have fulfilled any obligations towards the Region in the context of previous aid. 
· Demonstrate the incentive effect of the aid: the applicant company must demonstrate that the project could not be carried out, or would have to be significantly less ambitious, without the intervention of Innoviris. 
· Not already benefit from public support for the tasks included in the project (prohibition of double financing). 
 

	Note – Collaborative project 

	Within the framework of this funding, collaborations between companies are possible, provided that each partner not only carries out experimental and R&D tasks, but also carries out an innovative activity involving sufficiently significant unknowns and sources of risk to justify public intervention. The division of tasks between the different partners must also be described in the work programme.  


 


Selection/evaluation of applications 

The application must be submitted on the regional platform by the person authorised to commit the entity. 
Your application must include the following annexes:  

· The application form based on the template available on the Innoviris website 
· In the case of a multi-partner project, a copy of the consortium agreement 
· A detailed budget (per partner in the case of a multi-partner project) based on the following template available here: https://www.innoviris.brussels/general-accounting-directives   

Before submitting your application, please check your access and delegation to the platform and complete the necessary documents. 

Applications submitted in any other form or manner will not be considered.  

Applications for funding are received followed by the verification of eligibility. Eligible applicants will then be invited to defend their project at a review meeting. 
At the review meeting, applicants will have the opportunity to present their project, followed by a question-and-answer session, at the end of which a funding decision will be made. For projects classified in the "Industrial Research" category, an expert jury will also be organised to evaluate the scientific aspects of the project 
As the decision on whether or not to recommend for funding is made at the end of the review meeting, it is crucial that the information provided in the application form is complete, detailed and substantiated. It is important to note that the following aspects will be evaluated[footnoteRef:5]:  [5:  In application of the Ordinance of 27 July 2017 aimed at promoting research, development and innovation by granting aid for economic purposes to enterprises and research organisations treated as enterprises, as amended by the Ordinance of 4 April 2024] 

· Innovation and project objectives: The project objectives must be clear and concrete. In addition, the project must bring significant advances compared with the state of the art in the field concerned or with what is being achieved by the pioneers of the sector, and demonstrate the existence of technical challenges. 
· Feasibility and implementation: The work programme must be relevant and realistic in terms of tasks, budget, expertise, and resources. It must also include identification and mitigation strategies for technological, scientific and ethical risks.
· Economic and strategic impact: The activity under consideration must demonstrate a real potential for value creation. The underlying assumptions are translated into figures in a financial plan and demonstrate the economic sustainability of the activity studied. The project must be in line with the organization's overall strategy and reflect a viable business model. 
· Valorisation and impact: the activity that is the subject of the project must demonstrate a social and/or environmental impact, as well as an impact on the Brussels ecosystem. 
· In the case of a collaborative project: the relevance of the collaboration to the overall project is demonstrated and the management of the collaboration is established in a concrete and effective strategy. 
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